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@ Blessed New Year!

Respect for Life Events Planned Across Our Region

In celebration of the June
24 U.S. Supreme Court decision
to overturn Roe v. Wade, and
looking to expanded protection
for all human life, communities
across Central Washington have
planned events, beginning in
January.

To lead off, the Diocese of
Yakima plans its annual Mass
for Life on Sunday, January 8, at
St. Paul Cathedral, 15 South 12
Avenue in Yakima

Most Rev. Joseph J. Tyson will
celebrate the English Mass at 11
a.m. and the Spanish Mass at 1 p.m.

A reception will be held in between
the Masses in the Assembly Place, located
adjacent to the Cathedral. The reception
is hosted by PREPARES, a life-affirming
ministry that provides support to families
with young children.

Later in the month, the Edward and
Catherine Carroll Chapter of Students
for Life in the Tri-Cities will hold a Stand
for Life, on Monday, January 16 (Martin

Cathedral to Host Worldwide Rosary

Catholics throughout the world
will have the opportunity to pray a
multilingual Rosary hosted by St.

Paul Cathedral in Yakima on Monday,
February 20, as part of the Mater Fatima
International, founded in 2017 during the
centennial of the apparitions of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Fatima, Portugal. Past
Rosaries have been broadcast worldwide
from Portugal, Mexico, Colombia and
Nicaragua.

The movement began through the
efforts of Father Hector Ramirez, Chaplain
for the Spanish Speakers at the Sanctuary
of Fatima. He and a group of Catholics
wanted to promote, as the Virgin said
to Sister Lucia, the messages and love
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary to the
entire world, said Sandra Barros, who

Tri-Cities Students for Life turned out for a rally in January
2022. They also collected diapers for a local pregnancy center.

Luther King Day). Everyone is asked

to meet at 1 p.m. at John Dam Plaza in
Richland. Participants are encouraged
to bring signs to hold. The group also
will have a diaper drive that day, with
items collected going to local pregnancy
centers.

In other events, ImagePoint Mobile
Medical Services will sponsor a Walk for
Life on Saturday, January 21. Participants
will meet at Grace of Christ Church, 9
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South Eighth Avenue, Yakima, for the
1 p.m. event, which will proceed down
Yakima Avenue. This group also plans
a diaper drive to benefit local mothers
and babies in need.
In Wenatchee, there will not
be a January event, as has been the
tradition. Instead, Wenatchee Right
to Life will move its annual march
to June 24, celebrating the one-year
anniversary of the Court decision in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, which reversed the Roe
vs. Wade decision, said Janet Searles,
chairman and president of the group.
Those interested in joining
the march should meet in front of
the Chelan County Courthouse in
Wenatchee.
Check your parish bulletin and
local news for information on any other
events planned in celebration of life.
Please continue to pray for respect
for human life, from conception
to natural death, a need which is
particularly strong in our own state.

helps coordinate the
Spanish Movimiento
Mariano Theotokos in
the Yakima Diocese.
While plans are
still being finalized for
the February 20 event,
activities likely will
include a bilingual
Mass celebrated by
Bishop Joseph Tyson;
adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament,
with benediction;
the coronation of a
statue of Our Lady
of Fatima that replicates an image at the
Fatima shrine; the praying of the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy; and a music festival. The

Catholic TV network EWTN
is co-producing the event with
Mater Fatima.

The replica statue, one
of nine available to the
international movement,
began touring the Diocese in
December with a week-long
visit to Holy Apostles Catholic
Church in East Wenatchee.
Locations for the five weeks
beginning December 30
are the Catholic parishes in
Quincy, Chelan, Peshastin,
Granger (not yet confirmed),
and Grandview. Fr. Jesus
Alatorre, pastor of Blessed Sacrament in
Grandview, is leading the organizing effort
at the request of Bishop Tyson.



A Message from Bishop Tyson...

Dear Friends:

As you will note in this edition of the
Central Washington Catholic, our annual
Mass for Life takes place on the Feast of
the Epiphany on Sunday, January 8, at 11
a.m. in English and 1 p.m. in Spanish at
St. Paul Cathedral in Yakima. I am always
grateful to our Catholic Charities team
as well as Monsignor John Ecker and his
staff for making this a signature event. It
is a moment for us to uplift our statewide
PREPARES ministry.

PREPARES is a collaborative effort
amongst us bishops of Washington
State, partnering our Catholic Charities
agencies with hundreds of volunteers in
our parish communities. We strive
to walk the journey of life from the
first moment of conception through those
first five critical and formative years of a
child’s life. We help women become the
moms they long to be. When possible, we
assist men to become dads. We work with
extended families. PREPARES builds a
culture of life here in Washington State.

While it is true that the U.S. Supreme
Court’s recent overturning of the 1973
Roe vs. Wade decision better protects
the rights of the unborn in many states,
our country remains deeply polarized
and divided. Indeed, Washington State,
having legalized abortion by popular

You’re Invited to Magnificat Zoom Sessions

The Magnificat Adult Faith Formation
program continues in January and
February with an online only format.
Hybrid presentations (online and in a
parish setting) begin again in March.

Presenters on the agenda in January
include:

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Virtual Reunion
with Catechists.

During this Zoom reunion, Bishop
Joseph Tyson, Father Edgar Quiroga and
Valeria Flores will discuss Confirmation
Liturgy Training, in English, from 6 to
7 p.m., at the following link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82656274445

The same topic will be discussed
in Spanish from 7 to 8 p.m., at the
following link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89886347060

Saturday, Jan. 7: Marian Class
(Spanish).

Sandra Barros will present in Spanish
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the following
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Bishop Joseph Tyson

ballot in 1970 through Referendum 20,
has quickly become a haven for those
seeking abortion services from other
states that have adopted restrictions.

All the more reason to anchor our
efforts in the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy. We need something
much deeper than a political or legal
victory. We need to find ways to change
hearts and minds. We need to search out
ways to uplift the joy of children, the joy
of walking with new moms, the joy of
building up extended families. It is not
enough to oppose abortion. PREPARES
provides a joyful pathway proposing the

positive enhancement for ourselves and
our world when we embrace children and
bring them to life.

The weekend of February 11-12, we
will be having our statewide PREPARES
collection supporting the gift of life in
what many consider a very pro-choice
culture here in Washington State. The
collection date is close to Valentine’s Day
to remind us of the often steep demands
of true love.

I am keenly aware that this has
been a particularly harsh winter in
terms of weather. But I hope you will
consider coming to the Cathedral and, if
not, checking out the Facebook live
transmission. I also hope you will
consider a generous gift to PREPARES
making up for those who may not be
able to give as before due to inflationary
pressures and more limited incomes.

My prayer for all of you this season -
as we meditate on the birth of Jesus - is
that following the Christ Child will light
your path and bring you true and lasting

joy.
With every best wish and blessing!
Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson
Bishop of Yakima

link (passcode 198438): https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86570287108

Tuesday, Jan. 10: Spirituality.

Father Dan Steele will present in
English from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at the
following link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84116935317

Thursday, Jan. 12: Anchoring Science
in our Faith: “Why Be Catholic?”

Father Jaime Chacén will present in
Spanish from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89090870889

Saturday, Jan. 14: Anchoring Science
in our Faith: “Why Be Catholic?”

Father Jaime Chacon and Becky
Cates will present in English from 9 to 11
a.m., at this link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84116935317

Saturday, Jan. 21: Marian Devotion
in Sacred Scripture (Spanish).

Sister Maria del Socorro Becerra will
present in Spanish from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
at the following link (passcode 198438):

If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in the
possibility for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and speak out.

The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident concerning
that issue as regards a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer. (888) 276-4490.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86570287108

Tuesday, Jan. 24: FDLC English
Presentation (Q and A)

Father Michael Ibach will make this
presentation about canon law related to
the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
from 7 to 9 p.m., at this link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84116935317

Continued on page 3
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Out of the Darkness of Abortion Came the Light of Truth

By Nancy Murray

When I was 15, I was lonely, longing to
be loved. But I didn't look to God to fill my
emptiness, to heal my loneliness. I didn't
turn to the Church or my parents for advice.
Instead, I became involved with a much old-
er man who gave me the attention I thought
was love. My 18-year-old friend, to whom I
turned for advice, assured me he was a great
guy. She also advised me to get on birth con-
trol, but I hesitated. I wasn't ready for this
relationship and I think I knew it even then.
But I allowed myself to be convinced it was
okay as long as we were “in love.” It was not
long before I discovered I was pregnant. My
friend again advised me - she brought me to
an abortion clinic to make arrangements to
destroy my first child.

It took many years for me to turn back
to God and the Church, where I finally
found healing from the grief and regret of
that dark decision. I now realize how wrong

You’re Invited to Magnificat Zoom Sessions continued from page 2

Wednesday, Jan. 25: FDLC Spanish
Presentation (Q and A)

Father Jestis Mariscal will make this
presentation about the church’s canon
law related to the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults from 7 to 9 p.m.,
at this link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89090870889

Thursday, Jan. 26: Anchoring
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I was to make such an awful choice and how
harmful my friend’s advice was. She thought
she was helping me, but she had been
deceived by the destructive lie that birth
control and abortion empower women.

For teens and young adults, the influ-
ence of friends can be a powerful force, for
good or for evil. When I was invited to speak
to our local Students for Life group in the
Tri-Cities recently, I had the joy of meeting
amazing young people who are listening,
learning and developing into tomorrow’s
pro-life leaders. They are working to re-
new and re-establish a culture of life, while
already guiding their friends and peers by
example and outreach to choose true love
and life.

Several Students for Life groups in our
region have been established and guided
by the Pro-Life Coalition of Central Wash-
ington. These young people are already

Science & Faith: “Evidence of God and
Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity”

Father Jaime Chacoén will present in
Spanish from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89090870889

Saturday, Jan. 28: Anchoring
Science & Faith: “Evidence of God and
Jesus’ Resurrection & Divinity”

Father Jaime Chacon and Becky Cates

active in pro-life
ministries and
are fast becom-
ing a powerful
force for good in
a generation that
desperately needs
faithful Chris-
tian leadership.

I am thankful
that these young
people have the
support and
guidance they
need. How different my life might have been
if, early on, I had had the benefit of this kind
of pro-life teaching and example!

Nancy Murray is a Catholic writer and
pro-life advocate from Richland, with a par-
ticular interest in helping women who have
had abortions.

Nancy Murray

will lead this session from 9 to 11 a.m., at
the following link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84116935317

Check next month’s newsletter,
as well as the diocesan website, www.
yakimadiocese.org, for more information.
For details about the Magnificat program,
contact Valeria Flores at (509) 759-7791
or valeria.flores@yakimadiocese.net.

gﬁ@ How do YOU encourage respect for life?

Why not contact the Pro-Life Coalition of Central Washington and
request a free speaker for your church or group? Choose from:

talking points you can use for all ages to defend respect for life;
lessons learned by a man or woman who lost a child through abortion;
natural family planning (limited speakers);

someone working with human trafficking victims in our area;
medical personnel explaining the Catholic stance on euthanasia.

Email us today at prolife@prolifecw.org to request a free speaker

on these or other topics.

The Pro-Life Coalition of Central Washington is a non-profit 501(c)((3) organization,
4001 Summitview Ave., Suite 5, #16, Yakima, WA 98908

Stand up for life!

(509) 985-6248

The more things change,
the more they stay the same.

there to get it done.
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Communications Collection Set

Throughout the Diocese of Yakima on
the weekend of January 14-15, parishes
will take up a second collection for the
Catholic Communication Campaign,
which seeks to connect people with Christ
through the internet, television, radio and
print media.

Fifty percent of the funds collected
stay in the diocese to support local
projects. The other 50 percent of
donations received helps fund national
communications efforts as well as projects
in developing countries. In the West
African country of Benin, the Church
is vibrant and youthful. But it also faces
challenges in communicating the Gospel
with young people, who are using the
Internet with greater frequency. In the
nation’s capital of Porto Novo, support
from CCC helped the local diocese to
establish a diocesan communication
center, where it trains young people
on how to witness to Christ through
multimedia storytelling in collaboration
with a local professional.

“By generously supporting this
collection, you are spreading the Gospel
and helping others encounter Christ every
day;” said Bishop Joseph Tyson.

Christ the King Hosts Fr. Tolton Drama

“Tolton: From Slave to Priest,” an
original one-man live drama performed
by actor Jim Coleman and produced by
Saint Luke Productions, will be presented
in Richland at Christ the King Catholic
School Gymnasium on Saturday, January
28 at 7:00 p.m.

In Tolton, audiences encounter
firsthand the life and message of Fr.
Augustus Tolton, the first African-
American Catholic priest. Born a slave,
ordained a priest in Rome, and sent to
minister in Chicago, Fr. Tolton faced
prejudice throughout his life. However,
he also saw that the Catholic Church
was the antidote to the discrimination
he experienced. “It was the priests of
the Church who taught me to pray and
to forgive my persecutors,” he said. “We
should welcome all people into the
Church, not send them away”

Fr. Tolton’s compelling story of
courage and reconciliation resonates
deeply with modern American audiences.
Bishop Joseph Perry of Chicago,
postulator for Fr. Tolton’s canonization
cause, is calling Tolton a production that
will “inspire a new era of peace, hope and
forgiveness in America.”

Performances at 7 p.m. also are
scheduled January 30 at St. Patrick
Catholic Church in Pasco, and January 31
at Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church in
Hermiston, Oregon.

December Highlights Around the Diocese
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Bishop Tyson celebrated Mass Christmas Eve at St.
Paul Cathedral, assisted by Msgr. John Ecker, Deacon
Timm Wauzynski, and Fr. Jesiis Mariscal.

Bishop Joseph Tyson ordained Michael
Palmieri to the permanent diaconate
at St. Joseph Parish in Kennewick
Friday, December 16. Congratulations
to Deacon Mike, his wife Marcie and
their family, and the St. Joseph Parish
community he has been called to serve.

Parishioners took turns helping
to carry an image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe through downtown
Yakima on Sunday, December 11,
from St. Joseph Parish to St. Paul
Cathedral.

Fr. Argemiro Orozco celebrated Christmas Mass at Holy
Apostles Parish (East Wenatchee) assisted by Deacon Tom
Richtsmeier and Fr. Seamus Kerr.

Young
parishioners
of St. Peter
Claver Parish
(Wapato)
processed
through the
streets during
a Posadas
celebration
December 16.

Fr. Miguel Gonzalez, right, led the singing for a
Posadas celebration at Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish (Peshastin) December 22.

A giant
star helped
illuminate
the Nativity
Scene at
Holy Family
Parish
(Yakima).

Fr. Felipe Pulido, left, was one of the shepherds who came
to adore the newborn Christ Child for the Pastorela held
at St. Joseph Parish (Kennewick) December 23.




