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Peace be with you! How do we picture our Lady of 
Guadalupe? When Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to 
San Juan Diego in 1531 her visual appearance 
reminded the faithful of these words we just heard 
from the Book of Revelation:  
 
"A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and her 
head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and 
wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth." 
 
The word "Apocalypse" derives from wedding customs 
of the ancient Near East at the time Jesus lived. An 
"Apocalypse" was an unveiling of the bride. Literally in 
ancient wedding customs, the bride who come with 
layers of veils to the tent of the groom. The uncovering 
of these multiple layers of veils would reveal the 
beauty of the bride to the groom. 
 
In selecting this section of the Book of Revelation for 
the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe it is as though the 
Church herself wants to unveil for us the beauty of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe as well as the beauty of this feast 
where we honor her.  
 
But note this as well! This passage from the Book of 
Revelation also warns of another dangerous sign. "...a 
huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns...The 
dragon stood before the woman about to give birth, to devour her child when she gave birth." 
 
Is this not the fear that exists side by side with the joy? Do we not fear the way our sons are 
devoured by the satanic forces of gangs and drugs? Who among us does not grieve for Mexico? 
A country we love. But a country under the satanic grip of cartels. How do we break through 
the wall of resistance and denial that the market for those drug cartels is here in the United 
States, in our towns and our cities, among our sons and daughters, our brothers and our 
sisters? 
 



Yes, on this side of the wall we can cast a disparaging look at the corruption of the drug trade in 
Mexico. But how slow we are here in the United States to question why our own people are 
addicted. Why is the United States addicted to drugs? Why are we the biggest market? Why are 
our children devoured? What are we to do? 
 
This is why it is wise to look to San Juan Diego. Our Lady of Guadalupe tells San Juan Diego in his 
native Nahuatl that she wants a basilica built where her people can know the mercy of God. 
Why would her people need the mercy of God if for not the lurking of the dragon and the 
wound of sin? 
 
No wonder San Juan Diego avoids her on his repeated trips to his sick uncle. When Our Lady of 
Guadalupe again confronts San Juan Diego with her request for him to go to the bishop and 
command a basilica be built so her people can receive the mercy of God he finally responds: 
"No soy digno." "I am not worthy." "No soy nada más que una escalera de tabla." I am so 
unworthy, he explains, I am nothing more than planks of walking boards. I am so low and so 
unworthy people walk on me. Send someone of greater stature and authority. But how does 
Our Lady of Guadalupe respond to San Juan Diego? She tells him, "Yo te he elegido a ti." I could 
have chosen anyone; she seems to explain. I could have chosen someone who seems more 
important and of greater education and stature. But I have chosen you. "Yo te he elegido a ti," 
she tells him. 
 
"Yo te he elegido a ti." Those words to San Juan Diego are words spoken to each and every one 
of you. Yes, danger lurks in the darkness. Yes, dragons stand ready to devour our children due 
to drugs, pornography, addiction, gun violence and gangs.  
 
But we do not start by relying on politicians or social workers or schoolteachers or community 
leaders as well intentioned as their efforts may be.  
 
No. We start here. We start beneath the protection of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We start with 
ourselves. We start by acknowledging that Our Lady of Guadalupe did not appear to politicians 
or social workers or schoolteachers. No. Our Lady of Guadalupe first appears to you and people 
just like you.  
 
If our children are, in the words of our reading from the Book of Revelation, to be "caught up in 
God," it will because, like San Juan Diego, we have overcome our feelings of lowliness and 
inferiority enough to assimilate that the mission of Christ to rescue our children from the 
dragons of this world has been given uniquely to us. 
 
If we want our children to be "caught up in God" then we will need to embrace the truth that 
we have a human dignity precisely because we are made in the image and likeness of God. That 
our being mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles is the first and foremost 
way we protect and encourage the next generation of youth. 
 



We should not ask politicians and social workers and teachers to do for our children what we 
are unwilling to do. Yes, community resources can help. But they help most when they help us 
as parents FIRST and then help us help our youth all under the protective wisdom of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. 
 
The Lord is unveiling his glory for us this night. We are entering the "apocalypse" where God 
himself is unveiled before our eyes in the simplest elements of bread and wine. With 
knowledge of how God comes to us in the Eucharist, we allow God to take the simplest 
elements of our humanity so that, like the Blessed Virgin Mary, we can become the great 
mothers and fathers, the great brothers and sisters, the great son, and daughters that God 
made us to be.  
 
In doing so we move away from the devouring dragons of this world and find ourselves under 
the protective mantle of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Long live Our Lady of Guadalupe! Peace be 
with you. 
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