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Peace be with you!  We sing 
“Alleluia,” a Hebrew expression of 
timeless and endless joy!  We do so 
to uplift in our hearts the great 
uplifting of Jesus – who as God – 
brings the resurrection of God to 
each one of us.    
 
Yet we also know that on this Easter 
Sunday all is not light and bright.  
Ukraine is scarred by war. The 
divisions of Europe threaten world 
peace. Climate change threatens in 
various ways: wildfires, droughts, 
and crop failures. Poverty and the 
drug cartels push desperate people 
across many international borders 
including our own.  
 
How is our sung “Alleluia” a truthful 
response to the darkness that 
surrounds us?  It was a Jewish 
German philosopher from the 
Frankfurter School – Theodor 
Adorno – who wondered about a 
justice after the Second World War 
and the slaughter of millions of Jews. 
What did justice mean for the dead? 
Ultimately Adorno arrived at the 
insight that if there is ever to be real 
justice in the world it must be for all 
time and all places. Justice could not 
just apply for a better tomorrow. It 
had to reach back and retroactively 
touch those dead who never knew 
justice during their life. 
 



 Our own Emeritus Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI built on this insight of Theodor Adorno in 
explaining the power of Jesus Christ, the one crucified and risen.  Precisely because the tortured 
and crucified Jesus Christ rises from the dead, we have the assurance of justice for the world! 
That justice is not just limited to the here and now of a today building for a better tomorrow.  No. 
That justice is also retroactive uncovering and healing the harm of the past.  
 
As the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1038) reminds us, “The resurrection of all the dead, ‘of 
both the just and unjust will precede the last judgement…those who have done good to the 
resurrection of life and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment.’”  
 
Thus, this final judgement of Almighty God at the end of time is also his final act of mercy.  
Because God is merciful, he does not allow any source of pain or suffering to drift into the past 
unnoticed.  But he does not overpower it or conquer it with violence.   
 
No. As the all-loving and all-compassionate God, Jesus gets inside the injustice – he rescues it and 
redeems it.  In Jesus, God’s act of forgiveness from the tortuous death of the cross overpowers 
evil and injustice.    
 
How can we touch this divine love that Jesus – as God – brings to us in his rising from the dead?  
I think the interpretive key is found in our second reading from the book of Colossians: “Seek 
what is above…” St. Paul commands his fledging community at Colossae.  “Think  of what is above; 
not of what is on earth.”   
 
Are these words an escape from the reality of injustice in our world?  I think not.  Allow me to 
open this up a bit.  Some years ago, while still a college student serving in Amnesty International, 
I befriended the co-director of the South American refugee program.  The former Chilean 
president Salvador Allende had been assassinated in a bloody coup. The parish, to which my 
family belonged, had sponsored a Chilean refugee.  Indeed, refugees were pouring in not only 
from Chile but also from Argentina and the brutal dictatorship of General Vidal.       
 
It was in this context I first learned about a brave woman who’d been imprisoned and tortured.  
Her name was Dr. Sheila Cassidy.  She told the story of being in her prison cell, opening her Bible 
and seeing a picture of an imprisoned man.  Imprisoned herself, she immediately identified with 
that imprisoned man.  But then her eyes moved upward towards an invisible hand and the words 
from the book of Romans, “Nothing can separate us from the love of God.”  This gave her the 
courage to create an area of freedom within herself and among her cellmates.  I still recall some 
words from that prayer which was later picked up in books and pamphlets from that era:   
 

Within me there is darkness 
But with Thee there is light; 

Lord, this day, whatever may come; 
Thy Will be done! 

 



The basic human lesson proclaimed by Jesus is that those who try to save themselves will lose 
themselves while those who lose themselves – even in the suffering and death of the cross – gain 
not only themselves but the world.  Those who look above – look beyond – look to the heavens 
– bring that sense of the eternal to the daily tasks of life – even to the demands of justice – and 
they become the persons God created them to be. 
 
Yes. It is good that we are concerned about the material conditions here on earth.  It is good that 
we have a moral compass that seeks justice here below.  But if that is the only goal we have for 
our world, then our faith is too small.   
 
 “Christ is risen!”  This means we can “…seek what is above…” and thus enrich what is here below 
– not only in our current moment – but for all time and thus bringing Godly justice to all of history 
because Jesus Christ is our Alpha and our Omega, our Beginning and our End, our source of hope, 
our very life, our resurrection.  Alleluia!   Peace be with you!   
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