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Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson, Bishop of Yakima 
 
"Do you understand 
what you are reading?" 
That is the question the 
apostle Philip asks the 
Ethiopian court official 
in our second reading 
from the eight chapter 
of the Acts of the 
Apostles. "How can I?" 
answers the Ethiopian 
court official. "How can 
I unless someone 
guides me?" 
 

Here is the geographic 
context: The apostle 
Philip leaves the 
Samaritans and goes 
down to Gaza and its 
highway connecting 
great cities like Alexandria in Egypt with other coastal Mediterranean seaports like Sidon and Tyre in 
Lebanon. It is on the road that he meets this Ethiopian court official. This official was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He was not simply traveling geographically between the great cities of the southeast 
Mediterranean world. No. He was traveling interiorly. He was traveling spiritually. He was traveling 
into the words of Isaiah. But he does not understand what he is reading. "How can I understand 
unless someone guides me?" That is the precise English rendering. In Spanish it is even more opaque. 
"How can I, if there is no one who can explain it?" 
 

The original Greek text here is quite revealing. The word behind "no one" in Spanish and "guide" in 
English is ὁδηγήσει and it literally means to lead, to guide and to teach. It is all wrapped together. The 
verb could be used to speak about guiding geographically. But it also means to guide through a text, 
or more simply put, to teach. This is precisely what the Ethiopian is seeking from Philip. "How can I, if 
there is no one who can explain it." 
 

Here, Lalo, we touch on a very key aspect of your assuming the office of deacon. You become a 
herald of the Gospel. Liturgically you not only explain the Gospel, but you respond to the question 
given by the Ethiopian to Philip. As a deacon, you explain and you teach the Gospel. As you know, in 
the Diocese of Yakima we are highly Hispanic with adults who do not necessarily read and write 



English and youth who do not necessarily read and write Spanish. We have many who come from 
rural parts of Mexico who develop a strong and beautiful Marian spirituality around Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and the mysteries of the rosary. Sometimes this happens because our workers in the 
fields never went to school.  They cannot read sacred scripture with ease. But they know the life of 
Jesus through the mysteries of the rosary. Some of our parishioners have very few years in school. In 
so many ways, the missionary need noted in this exchange between Philip and the Ethiopian is 
perennial.  
 

Perhaps this underscores the eloquent desire of our Holy Father Pope Francis who in paragraph 27 of 
his "Joy of the Gospel" writes: "I dream of a “missionary option,” that is, a missionary impulse capable 
of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than 
for her self-preservation. The renewal of structures demanded by pastoral conversion can only be 
understood in this light: as part of an effort to make them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary 
pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and open, to inspire in pastoral workers a constant 
desire to go forth and in this way to elicit a positive response from all those whom Jesus summons to 
friendship with himself." 
 

What does this look like? As bishop of Yakima, I have become somewhat famous for having our 
seminarians spend some time working in the fields and orchards alongside our many agricultural 
laborers from Mexico. I recall the conversations many of our men had with the workers their first 
summer. "What did you do to your bishop, that he is punishing you this way?" Wisely, the now-Fr. 
Jesus Mariscal responded, "We want to be here with you. I worked in the field before going to 
seminary. But not everyone has. So, we want to share your life as we share with you the life of 
Christ." And Lalo! You will have that opportunity too as soon as we untangle your legal situation! 
 

In a few short moments, I will hand you the Gospel and speak these words: Receive the Gospel of 
Christ, whose herald you have become. Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice 
what you teach. 
 

What might these words mean for you Lalo? They mean that you are herald of the Gospel. You share 
the joy of the Gospel. You give your life for those you serve. You break open the life of Christ in the 
lives of the faithful.  
 

So, thank you. Thank you for assimilating those words as your own. I am grateful for your willingness 
to come to Yakima. I am grateful for your promise to engage the steep challenges I have laid out as I 
ordain you a deacon.  
 

I am very grateful to the Seminario Hispano. I am grateful for the many ways they have trained and 
formed so many of our priests for the Diocese of Yakima. I am grateful to the many ways the Church 
in Mexico has anticipated this dream of Pope Francis for a "Church with a Missionary Option" in 
helping all of our people in the Diocese of Yakima regardless of their language or cultural background. 
 

"Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asks the Ethiopian. "How can I if no one can guide 
me." Today, you are ὁδηγέω. You are to guide. You are to show the way. You are to teach. As a 
deacon and herald of the Gospel you are to show the way to Christ. 
 

Art: St Philip Baptizing The Eunuch, 1575 print by Maarten van Heemskerck, S.I 55832, Prints 
Department, Royal Library of Belgium. 



 


