Urgency and Response
of a Mission Diocese
Age of Pandemic

Bishop’s Note

D

ear friends,

When COVID-19 began to dominate headlines
early this year, we all thought
the virus would dissipate in a
short time. Some of us might
have even scoffed at the idea
of face masks. Surely, it was
an overreaction and when
compared to the flu, it was
nothing to be seriously worried about.
With the increase of
infection, holy water receptacles and holy water fonts were
drained, communion administered in the hand, no Precious
Blood was distributed, and the
exchange of peace was suspended, as was the custom of
holding hands during the “Our
Father.”
In March, I suspended
all celebration of the Eucharist
in the Diocese of Yakima. The
Archdiocese of Seattle took
this step earlier when Governor Jay Inslee decreed no public gatherings of more than
250
people
in
King,
Snohomish and Pierce Counties – basically the Seattle area. Then, as a state we faced a
“Stay Home” mandate. Yakima County had the highest
rate of infections of any county in Washington State.
Pastors found them-

selves learning how to livestream masses on social media
and navigate through technology that they hadn’t needed prior
to the pandemic. Social media
became, and still is, a primary
form of communication.
We miss seeing our people. We know of their burdens:
fear of infection, loss of income,
social isolation from co-workers
and school classmates, the challenge of so many, especially our
Spanish-speaking undocumented, who have no financial or
medical safety net. When we
livestream masses to our parishioners, we bear their burdens as
we lift our chasubles on our
shoulders.
Pope Francis suggests
that in the same way those first
disciples found ways to
"overcome every obstacle ... by
being and accompanying," that
as followers of Jesus we do the
same with the obstacles and
challenges posed by COVID-19.
Clearly, we are not over the
COVID-19 crisis.
The following images
(captured by Seminarian Ethan
Pfeifer) and stories (by Diocesan
Personnel) Daisy Perez document the harsh reality of our
day-to-day human connections
within our diocese, parishes,
and summer ministries; including those who might often be
forgotten during these difficult
times.

Most Rev. Joseph J. Tyson
Bishop of Yakima

COVID-19 Cases and Deaths
Confirmed by County as of
September 2020
~
Yakima Country: 11,229 cases with 256 deaths
Kittitas County: 493 cases
with 22 deaths
Benton County: 4,385 cases
with 127 deaths
Grant County: 2,733 cases
with 127 deaths
Klickitat County: 190 cases
with 3 deaths
Chelan County: 1,825 cases
with 14 deaths
Douglas County: 1,176 cases
with 9 deaths
Data from Washington State
Department of Health

Images by: Ethan Pfeifer
Stories: Daisy Perez
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Bishop Joseph Tyson suspended all public Masses in the
Diocese of Yakima in order to promote the common
good of the Clergy and the Faithful during the state and
national emergency declared by civil authorities due to
the global COVID-19 pandemic.

The empty pews of St. Paul
Cathedral, Yakima, WA

Fr. Felipe Pulido, live-streamed
mass in the Cloister Chapel, St.
Joseph, Yakima, WA

“If they
cannot
come to
mass,
we’ll
bring the
mass to
them.” ~
Bishop
Joseph
Tyson

Livestream setup
for the priestly
ordination, St.
Paul Cathedral,
Yakima, WA

On May 15, 2020 seminarian Michael Kelly was ordained
deacon at St. Paul Cathedral.
To remain in accordance with social distancing guidelines,
the ordination was livestreamed and a total of 10 people
were in attendance.
Parishioners were invited to a “Drive-through” blessing in the
parking lot given by the newly ordained Deacon Michael; it
lasted over two hours.

Dcn. Kelly gave a blessing,
Holy Family Parish , Yakima,
Washington

A Line of 40 cars waited for a blessing
from the newly ordained deacon, Holy
Family Parish, Yakima, WA

Deacon Michael,
St. Paul Cathedral,
Yakima, WA
Deacon Michael and his family
after his deacon ordination, St.
Paul Cathedral, Yakima, WA

Deacon Michael gives a blessing
to a parishioner, Holy Family
parking lot, Yakima, WA

Deacon Michael gives a
blessing to a parishioner,
Holy Family parking lot,
Yakima, WA

Fr. Edgar Quiroga was
ordained to the priesthood on May 22, 2020
at St. Paul’s Cathedral.
Fr. Quiroga's parents,
from Tecalitlán, Mexico,
were unable to attend
his ordination due to
border closures and restrictions.
His family encouraged
him to continue without them.

Fr. Edgar called his family
before his ordination, St.
Paul Cathedral, Yakima,
Washington

The Shirey’s congratulated
the newly ordained Fr. Edgar,
St. Paul Cathedral, Yakima,
WA

Fr. Felipe Pulido
gave him a
blessing.
Bishop Joseph
Tyson ordains
Fr. Edgar to the
priesthood

Fr. Edgar prepared to bless the
long line of parishioners, Holy
Family Parish, Yakima, WA

Fr. Edgar is
helped to vest.

Fr. Edgar elevated the
chalice during mass, Holy Family Parish, Yakima,
WA

The Shirey’s received the gifts, Holy Family , Yakima , WA

Fr. Edgar spoke to the congregation of
how he wished to be able to present
the stole and binding cloth to his parents, as custom goes.

them, “I gave you life, what did you
give me?” They will present the stole
and clothe to the Lord and say, “My son
too shared in your priesthood.”

The custom goes that the father and
mother will be buried with each item,
and on the last day, when they come
face to face with our Lord, He will ask

Fr. Edgar spoke about the discussions
between his family and he, and how
the gifts would instead be presented to
his “American” family, the Shirey’s.

Left: Fr. Edgar incensed
the altar, Yakima, WA
Right: The cantor sang
the psalm

The Education Service District 105 donated 12,000
masks for Hispanic/lowincome families. A total of
3,350 masks were given out.
Daisy Perez packaged the masks for
distribution to parishes, Yakima, WA

Under the state’s guidelines,
masses were slowly reopened to outdoor masses.
The Yakima Health District
donated 10,000 masks to distribute to parishes. A total of
6,950 masks were given out.
Dcn. Kelly awaited to sign in people for
Mass, St Joseph Parish, Yakima, WA

Prior to the start of the Literacy Wagon and Migrant Ministry Programs, temperature
guns, gloves, masks, and
hand sanitizers were purchased.
Alma Benitez took the temperatures of
migrants before Mass, Monitor, WA

Literacy Wagon Program

The diocese served 50 children of
farmworkers. Social distancing was implemented during activities.
Above: Girl read a book during the program,
Monitor, WA

Every morning, seminarian
Ethan Pfeifer, screened
children for any COVID-19
related symptoms prior to
the children
entering
camp.
Left: Alma Benitez disinfected the toys
at the end of the day.

Materials were disinfected at the
start and end of each day. All
support staff and seminarians received COVID-19 Safety Training.
Right: Angie Hernandez, 10, has been part of the
program for the last two years.

Migrant Ministry Program
Bishop Tyson visited the Monitor,
Washington site for a week to
speak to migrants and celebrated
mass outdoors with 80 migrants.

At one of our new sites, Brender
Creek in Cashmere, Washington,
40 to 50 migrants attended outdoor mass.

About 700 migrants were
served this year.
Our next site, Bridgeport, Washington was visited weekly by Sister Blanca Jimenez and Sister Rosie Garcia Garcia. About 15 migrants attended outdoor mass.

In our last site, Fairbridge Hotel,
Yakima, saw 50 migrants a week
being served. Mass is now allowed
twice a week, and about 100 migrants are served.

“It is ultimately
God that touches the hearts of
these young
men.”

Quo

Quo Vadis

~ Seminarian
Daniel Sanchez
Quo Vadis, a retreat for
young men to discern
priesthood,
marriage,
and single life was
spread across the diocese to three parishes.

The young men of Quo Vadis kneel
in adoration, Grandview, WA

Lead Coordinator and seminarian Daniel Sanchez (left) fist
bumps his brother seminarian Christian Melendez (right)

Summer Ministries Moving Forward
Alma Benitez, Director of Stewardship and Development, led the
ministries during the pandemic.

“It’s about
adapting … you
have to work
with what
you’re given.”
~ Alma Benitez
Above: Alma Benitez, Monitor, WA
Below: Alma Benitez worked in her office, planning for the next year’s ministries, Yakima, WA

Seminarian
William
Lane packed
up supplies
for the Literacy Wagon
program ,
Bishop Tyson blessed the Monitor camp manager, EdmunMonitor,
do Gonzalez, Monitor, WA
WA
Sr. Blanca Jimenez packed up vehicle, Bridgeport, WA

Woman disinfected
table, Cashmere, WA

Woman kneels
during outdoor
Mass, St Joseph Parish,
Yakima, WA

Parishioners seated six feet
apart, St Joseph Parish,
Wenatchee, WA

Buses outside migrant camp,
Bridgeport, WA

“Hope to see you all next
summer with a new set of
faces that will point to the
eternal presence of Christ
among us.”

The Most Rev.
Bishop Joseph
Tyson, Monitor,
WA

Bishop Joseph Tyson
Diocese of Yakima

