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WHAT THIS PRESENTATION 
INTENDS

• Or ient  into the 2020 vers ion of  th is  
teaching document

• Expla in Consc ience Format ion

• Upl i f t  key e lements  of  Catho l ic  Soc ia l  
Teaching

• Note key publ ic  po l icy areas f rom FCFC

• Prov ide some too ls  for  your  ref lect ion 
as  you dec ide how to vote.

WHAT THIS PRESENTATION 
DOES NOT INTEND

• Telling you how to vote

• Endorsing a party or 
candidate

Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship: Outcomes



Introduction: 
The Call to 
Holiness

The document begins by 
citing Pope Francis

The call to 
holiness…requires a “firm 
and passionate” defense 
of “the innocent unborn”



Introduction: 
”Rejoice and 
Be Glad”

“Equal ly sacred…are “the l ives of  
the poor, those already born, the 
dest i tute, the abandoned and the 
underpr iv i leged, the vulnerable 
inf irm and elder ly exposed to 
covert euthanasia, the v ict im of  
human traf f ick ing, new forms of  
s lavery, and every form of 
reject ion.”



Forming
Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship: 
Introduction

• Abortion

• Euthanasia

• Immigration

• Family Separation

• Racism



Part One: The U.S. Bishops 
Reflection on Catholic 
Teaching and Political Life

• What does the Church teach about 
public policy?

• Who should participate in polit ical 
l ife?

• How ought the Church help us to 
speak about polit ical and social 
questions?

• What does the Church say about 
Catholic social teaching in the public 
square?



Part One: Paragraph 
Seven

“In this statement, we bishops do not 
intend to tell Catholics for whom or 
against whom to vote. Our purpose is 
to help Catholics form their 
consciences in accordance with Godʼs 
truth.” 



Part One: Paragraph 
Seven

“We recognize that the responsibil ity 
to make choices in political l ife rests 
with each individual in light of a 
properly formed conscience, and that 
participation goes well beyond casting 
a vote in a particular election.”



Part One: 
Paragraph 
Eight
“Dur ing e lect ion years, there may 
be many handouts and voter 
guides that are produced and 
distr ibuted. We encourage 
Cathol ics to seek those resources 
author ized by their  own bishops, 
their  state Cathol ic  conferences, 
and the United States Conference 
of  Cathol ic  of  Bishops.”



What does the 
Church teach about 
public policy?

“…the obligation to teach 
the moral truths that 
should shape our l ives, 
including our public l ives, 
is central to the mission 
given to the Church by 
Jesus Christ…” (11)



Who in the Church 
should participate 
in political life?

“People in every nation 
enhance the social 
dimension of their l ives by 
acting as committed and 
responsible Christians.” 
(Evangeli i Gaudium, 220)



Who in the Church 
should participate 
in political life?

“The obligation to 
participate in polit ical l ife 
is rooted in our baptismal 
commitment to follow 
Jesus Christ and to bear 
Christian witness in all we 
do.” (FCFC 13)



How Does the Church 
Help the Catholic 
Faithful to Speak About 
Political and Social 
Questions?

• Well-Formed Conscience 

• Virtue of Prudence 

• Doing Good and Avoiding 
Evil

• Making Moral Choices



How Does the Church 
Help the Catholic 
Faithful to Speak About 
Political and Social 
Questions?

35.  There may be t imes when a 
Catho l ic  who rejects  a  candidate 's  
unacceptable pos i t ion even on 
po l ic ies  promot ing an intr ins ica l ly  
ev i l  act  may reasonably dec ide to 
vote for  that  candidate for  other  
mora l ly  grave reasons.  Vot ing in 
th is  way would be permiss ib le only 
for  t ru ly grave mora l  reasons,  not  
to  advance narrow interests  or  
par t isan preferences or  to  ignore a  
fundamenta l  mora l  ev i l .



How Does the Church 
Help the Catholic 
Faithful to Speak About 
Political and Social 
Questions?

36.  When a l l  candidates ho ld a  
pos i t ion that  promotes an 
intr ins ica l ly  ev i l  act ,  the 
consc ient ious voter  faces a  d i lemma.  
The voter  may dec ide to take the 
extraord inary s tep of  not  vot ing for  
any candidate or,  a f ter  carefu l  
de l iberat ion,  may dec ide to vote for  
the candidate deemed less  l ike ly  to  
advance such a mora l ly  f lawed 
pos i t ion and more l ike ly to  pursue 
other  authent ic  human goods.



How Does the Church Help the Catholic Faithful 
to Speak About Political and Social Questions?

37. In making these decisions, it is essential for Catholics to be guided 
by a well-formed conscience that recognizes that al l issues do not carry 
the same moral weight and that the moral obligation to oppose polic ies 
promoting intr insical ly evil acts has a special claim on our consciences 
and our actions. These decisions should take into account a candidate's 
commitments, character, integrity, and abil ity to inf luence a given issue. 
In the end, this is a decision to be made by each Catholic guided by a 
conscience formed by Catholic moral teaching.



Role of 
Conscience
Freedom of Indi f ference:   “It  is  
the intermediary between law and 
l iber ty….”  (Fr.  Servais P inckaers, 
“A Cathol ic  View of Moral i ty,  p. 
56)

Freedom for Excel lence:  
“Consc ience can, however, 
exerc ise a r icher and more var ied 
funct ion than merely imposing 
legal obl igat ions.”  (p. 56)



�
Freedom and 
Conscience

• Fr. Servais Pinckaers: ”freedom from” and 
“freedom for.”

• Parallel to the two modes of freedom 
noted by Father Servais Pinckaers, 
Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI notes that 
two understandings of conscience 
developed in the Church



Conscience as 
Anamnesis

“When Gentiles who have not 
the law do by nature what the 
law requires, they are a law to 
themselves, even though they 
do not have the law.  They show 
that what the law requires is 
written on their hearts while 
their conscience also bears 
witness.”  Romans 2: 14-15



The Role of 
Conscience
“One s ign that  he lps  us d is t inguish 
true f rom fa lse consc ience is  
cer ta in ly that  t rue consc ience 
a lways presents  a  cha l lenge,  l ike 
the steep and narrow way of  the 
Gospel  that  s tands in s tark contrast  
to  the broad and easy way that  
leads to eterna l  sorrow.”  (Fr.  
Serva is  P inckaers – A Catho l ic  V iew 
of  Mora l i ty  p.  57)



� Conscience 
Formation Towards 
Happiness

“From our  b i r th we have rece ived 
mora l  f reedom as a  ta lent  to  be 
developed,  as  a  seed conta in ing the 
knowledge of  t ruth and the 
inc l inat ion toward goodness and 
happiness … an inc l inat ion 
d ivers i f ied accord ing to what the 
Anc ients  ca l led the semina v i r tutum, 
the seeds of  the v i r tues.”  (Pope 
Benedic t  XVI  “On Consc ience” p.  69)



�
Conscience as 
“Synderesis”

Synderesis (synteresis) in Greek or 
conscientia in Latin.

“The word synderesis (synteresis) came into 
the medieval tradition of conscience from 
the stoic doctr ine of the microcosm.  It 
remained unclear in its exact meaning, and 
for this reason became a hindrance to a 
careful development of this essential aspect 
of the whole question of conscience.”  (Pope 
Benedict XVI “On Conscience” p. 30)



� Conscience as 
Anamnesis
“I  would l ike to therefore replace 
th is  word with the much more 
c lear ly  def ined P latonic  concept of  
anamnes is….

“The word anamnes is  should be 
taken to mean exact ly  that  which 
Paul  expressed in the second 
chapter  of  h is  Letter  to the 
Romans.”  

(Pope Benedic t  XVI  
“On Consc ience” p.  31)



�
Conscience as 
Anamnesis

In a certain sense, Pope Benedict is 
inviting us to think about conscience 
through the lens of the Sacred Liturgy.

“Let us proclaim the mystery of faith….”

Conscience as a remembering who we 
are

“I am most myself at Eucharist….”

$247 in cash….



The Role of 
Conscience

“At  the  same t ime,  t rue  consc ience  
g ives  to  those  who fo l low i t  a  peace  
and  joy  that  no externa l  th ing can 

t roub le ,  wh i le  f a l se  consc ience  
wi thout  fa i l  p rovokes  doubt  and  

d iv i s ion,  compromise  and  confus ion. ”   
(Fr  Serva is  P inckaers p .  57)



What does the Church 
say about Catholic 
social teaching in the 
public square?

• Dignity of the Human 
Person

• Subsidiarity

• The Common Good

• Solidarity



Dignity of the 
Human Person

• Foundational Principle

• ”Direct attacks on 
innocent persons are 
never morally 
acceptable…”

• “Throwaway Culture.”



Subsidiarity
• “The pr inc ip le of  subs id iar i ty  
reminds us that  large inst i tut ions in 
soc iety should not overwhelm or  
inter fere with smal ler  or  loca l  
inst i tut ions yet  larger  inst i tut ions 
have essent ia l  respons ib i l i t ies  when 
the more loca l  inst i tut ions cannot 
adequate ly protect  human d igni ty,  
meet human needs and advance the 
common good.”  (FCFC 48)



Common Good

“Human Dignity is 
respected and the 
common good is fostered 
only if human rights are 
protected and basic 
responsibil ities are met.”



Solidarity

• One Family

• Dignity of Work

• Welcome the stranger

• Peacemaking

• Preferential Option for the 
Poor



Solidarity: 
Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of 
the Church 192

“Solidarity highlights in a 
particular way the intr insic 
social nature of the human 
person, the equality of al l 
indignity and r ights, and the 
common path of individuals 
and peoples towards an ever 
more committed unity.”



Solidarity: Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church 193

“Solidarity must be seen above all in 
its value as a moral virtue that 
determines the order of institutions. 
On the basis of this principle the 
ʼstructures of sinʼ that dominate 
relationships between individuals and 
peoples must be overcome.”



FCFC Part Two: 
Summary of Policy 
Positions of USCCB
• Human Life

• Promoting Peace

• Marriage and Family Life

• Religious Freedom

• Preferential Option for the 
Poor and Economic Justice

• Health Care

• Migration



FCFC Part Two: Summary 
of Policy Positions of 
USCCB

• Catholic Education

• Promoting Justice and Countering 
Violence

• Combatting Unjust Discrimination

• Care for our Common Home

• Communications and Media

• Global Solidarity



Human Life

“Our 1998 statement, Living the 
Gospel of Li fe, declares, ʻAbortion 
and euthanasia have become 
preeminent threats to human l i fe 
and dignity because they directly 
attack l i fe itself,  the most 
fundamental good and the condit ion 
for al l  others.”



Promoting Peace

• Promote peace

• Avoid war

• Reject torture

• Question preventive use of military

• Reverse spread of nuclear, chemical,   
and biological weapons 



Marriage and 
Family Life
• One Man and One Woman

• Importance of sexual 
dif ferences

• Wages that support family 
l i fe

• Children to be protected and 
nurtured 



Religious Freedom

• Religious liberty abroad and at 
home

• ”In the United States, religious 
liberty generally enjoys strong 
protection in our law and culture, but 
those protections are now in 
doubt…because of her teachings on 
marriage.” (72)



Preferential Option 
for the Poor and 
Economic Justice

• Jobs

• Just wage

• Eliminate unjust work 
discr imination

• Right of workers to organize

• Right of private property

• Welfare pol icy to reduce poverty 

• Provide Housing

• Combat Hunger



Health Care
Affordable and accessible 
health care for all.



Migration
• Welcome of newcomers 
“authorized and unauthorized”

• Reform of “broken” 
immigration system

• Fair legal ization system

• Pathway to c it izenship

• Right to control borders

• ”Crime” of Human Traf f icking



Catholic Education

• School choice

• All have a right to quality education

• Services for at-risk students 
including those in private and 
religious schools 



Promoting Justice 
and Countering 
Violence 

• Reasonable restr ictions on 
assault weapons and 
handguns

• Opposition to the death 
penalty

• Reform of the “broken” 
criminal justice system



Combatting 
Unjust 
Discrimination

• …whether based on race, 
rel igion, sex, ethnicity, 
disabling condition, age…

• Unjust discrimination is an 
“affront to human dignity.” 



Care for Our 
Common 
Home

• Care for Creation

• Global Climate Change



Care for Our 
Common Home

”The United States should lead in 
contributing to the sustainable 
development of poorer nations and 
promoting greater justice in sharing 
the burden of of environmental blight, 
neglect, and recover.” (86)



Care for Our 
Common 
Home

“It is important that we 
address the r is ing number of 
migrants who are uprooted 
form their homeland as a 
consequence of environmental 
degradation and cl imate 
change.”



Care for Our 
Common 
Home

“They are not currently 
recognized as refugees 
under any existing 
international convention 
and are thus not afforded 
legal protections that 
ought to be due to them.”



Communications, 
Media and 
Culture

• Promote Freedom of Speech

• Quality over prof it in 
programming

• Appropriate chi ldren and 
family programming

• Vigorous enforcement of 
obscenity and pornography laws



Global Solidarity

• Alleviate global poverty

• Defend religious l iberty and religious 
minorities around the world

• Support the United Nations

• Protect asylum seekers

• Collaborate in addressing regional 
confl icts

• Address the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 



Pope Francis: 
“Rejoice and Be 
Glad”
100. I regret that ideologies lead us at 
t imes to two harmful errors. On the 
one hand, there is the error of those 
Christ ians who separate these Gospel 
demands from their personal 
relat ionship with the Lord, from their 
interior union with him, from openness 
to his grace. Christ ianity thus becomes 
a sort of NGO str ipped of the luminous 
mystic ism so evident in the l ives of 
Saint Francis of Assis i,  Saint Vincent de 
Paul, Saint Teresa of Calcutta, and 
many others. For these great saints, 
mental prayer, the love of God and the 
reading of the Gospel in no way 
detracted from their passionate and 
ef fective commitment to their 
neighbours; quite the opposite.



Pope Francis: 
“Rejoice and Be 
Glad”

101. The other harmful ideological error 
is found in those who f ind suspect the 
social engagement of others, seeing it as 
superf icial,  worldly, secular, materialist, 
communist or populist. Or they relativize 
it,  as if  there are other more important 
matters, or the only thing that counts is 
one particular ethical issue or cause that 
they themselves defend. Our defence of 
the innocent unborn, for example, needs 
to be clear, f irm and passionate, for at 
stake is the dignity of a human life, which 
is always sacred and demands love for 
each person, regardless of his or her 
stage of development. Equally sacred, 
however, are the l ives of the poor, those 
already born, the destitute, the 
abandoned and the underprivileged, the 
vulnerable inf irm and elderly exposed to 
covert euthanasia, the victims of human 
traff icking, new forms of slavery, and 
every form of rejection.[84] We cannot 
uphold an ideal of holiness that would 
ignore injustice in a world where some 
revel, spend with abandon and l ive only 
for the latest consumer goods, even as 
others look on from afar, l iving their 
entire l ives in abject poverty.

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html


Pope Francis: 
“Rejoice and Be Glad”

102.  We of ten hear  i t  sa id that,  with respect  to  
re la t iv ism and the f laws of  our  present wor ld,  
the s i tuat ion of  migrants ,  for  example,  is  a  lesser  
issue.  Some Catho l ics  cons ider  i t  a  secondary 
issue compared to the “grave” b ioeth ica l  
quest ions.  That a  po l i t ic ian look ing for  votes  
might say such a th ing is  understandable,  but  not  
a  Chr is t ian,  for  whom the only proper  att i tude is  
to  s tand in the shoes of  those brothers  and 
s is ters  of  ours  who r isk  the ir  l ives  to of fer  a  
future to the ir  ch i ldren.  Can we not rea l ize that  
th is  is  exact ly  what Jesus demands of  us,  when 
he te l ls  us  that  in welcoming the stranger we 
welcome him (c f. Mt 25:35)? Sa int  Benedic t  d id 
so readi ly,  and though i t  might have 
“compl icated” the l i fe  o f  h is  monks,  he ordered 
that  a l l  guests  who knocked at  the monastery 
door  be welcomed “ l ike Chr is t ”,[85] with a  
gesture of  venerat ion;[86] the poor  and p i lgr ims 
were to be met with “ the greatest  care and 
so l ic i tude”.[87]

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html


Pope Francis: 
“Rejoice and 
Be Glad”

103.  A s imi lar  approach is  found in the Old Testament:  “You sha l l  not  wrong a 
s tranger  or  oppress h im,  for  you yourse lves were strangers  in the land of  Egypt”  
(Ex 22:21).  “When a s tranger  res ides with you in your  land,  you sha l l  not  
oppress h im.  The stranger  who res ides with you sha l l  be to you as the c i t izen 
among you; and you sha l l  love h im as yourse l f ;  for  you were strangers  in the 
land of  Egypt”  (Lev 19:33-34).  This  is  not  a  not ion invented by some Pope,  or  a  
momentary fad.  In today ʼs  wor ld too,  we are ca l led to fo l low the path of  
sp i r i tua l  wisdom proposed by the prophet Isa iah to show what is  p leas ing to 
God.  “Is  i t  not  to share your  bread with the hungry and br ing the homeless  poor  
into your  house; when you see the naked,  to  cover  h im,  and not to h ide yourse l f  
f rom your  own k in? Then your  l ight  sha l l  break for th l ike the dawn” (58:7-8).



Voting in 
Conscience

• Know the spectrum of Cathol ic social 
teaching.

• Understand the ”weight” of the issues

• Study the candidates as wel l  as their party 
platforms

• Know the of f ice they wil l  hold and which 
publ ic pol ic ies their of f ice can most inf luence

• Consult scr ipture

• Pray

• Test your decis ion and then act on it.


