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‘Who Is My Neighbor?’: Victims of Bridgeport Fire Still Need Assistance
By Christine Corbett Conklin

The cell phone videos are
eerie. A solemn Father Roy
Gutierrez walks through scenes
of devastation, an occasional wisp
of smoke rising near a pile of
wreckage. The shells of burnedout mobile homes are scattered
here and there, their metal frames
grotesquely twisted, windows
gone. An abandoned, gutted
pickup truck rests on deflated tires.
Gray ash covers the ground around
some bare-limbed trees and tree
stumps.
Fire surrounded the community of Bridgeport.
The setting was Bridgeport,
spared. “The fire was very close, within
Washington, earlier this month.
a block,” said Bishop Joseph Tyson,
It’s a small town of about 2,600 people
who has visited the scene several
in north central Washington along
times, bringing needed items for the
the Columbia River, where recent
community.
wildfires, at last count, swept through
It didn’t take long for Bridgeport
some 188,000 acres, destroying not just
residents
to begin helping out. As
the landscape but also the homes and
security of area
families. At
least 15 parish
families in the
Bridgeport
community
lost their
residences.
Father Roy,
who has served
as pastor of
both St. Anne’s
Church in
Bridgeport and
Wildfire damage in Bridgeport left some residents homeless.
St. Francis de
Sales Church in
Chelan, was called early on the morning Father Roy dished up his “best” recipes
such as Neopolitan pasta, pozole soup
of Labor Day at his residence in Chelan.
and omelets for the displaced, people
“A parishioner called me to come
began arriving at the parish hall with
(to St. Anne’s),” he recalled. “The fire
donations of clothing, pillows and
was close to our church.” After making
blankets. Several denominations from
the hour drive, Father Roy set the
nearby Brewster also pitched in to offer
sprinklers at the church, trying to get
assistance. Chelan residents quickly
water wherever he could. “The whole
joined the effort. In addition, Catholic
town was surrounded by fire,” he said.
Charities helped out with a variety of
Some 2,000 people were to be evacuated
items.
from the area, including many seasonal
When Father Roy was able to make
farm workers of this agricultural region.
the
short
cell phone videos and send
Miraculously, the church was

them to Bishop Tyson, Bishop
spread the word throughout the
Diocese. People from across Central
Washington now are responding
with contributions to the Wildfire
Relief Fund, helping to assist the
community of Bridgeport and other
areas as needed. Cash donations are
needed more than any other type
of assistance right now, officials say.
No more clothing donations are
requested.
The fires have hit “in the middle
of apple harvest,” Bishop Tyson
observed. At this time, there are
some 65,000 H2A workers in the
Diocese of Yakima, many of them in the
Bridgeport/Chelan area, as well as many
in nearby Okanogan County, he said.
In addition to offering tangible
assistance, “we all need to trust the
power of prayer,” he stressed. “It’s very
important to
pray through
these things and
for these folks.
We can share
our spiritual
strength.” Bishop
Tyson also
requested prayers
for the first
responders.
About a
week before the
wildfires began,
Father Roy had
preached about
the Gospel message, “Who is my
neighbor?,” he recalled. “That really
touched the heart of many people” who
subsequently came forward to help the
fire victims.
The same question applies to all
of us: “Who is my neighbor?” Anyone
able to assist fire victims in the
Bridgeport/Chelan area, as well as any
future disaster relief needs, may send a
contribution to: Wildfire Relief Fund,
Diocese of Yakima, P.O. Box 2189,
Yakima, WA 98907-2189.
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A Message from Bishop Tyson…

Dear Friends:
How do we live through times of
crisis and tragedy? How do we flourish
spiritually even when our daily lives
seem diminished by sickness and
natural disasters?
The best medicine, it seems, is
fostering an attitude of gratitude. I write
this column having visited with many of
the families who lost their homes during
the recent fires in the Bridgeport area. I
asked one mother how she and her family
were doing after seeing their trailer
home burn to the ground. In her simple
Spanish, she responded, “We have our
health and we have our lives and for that
we are grateful.” That sense of gratitude
motivated parishioners to spray water
around and atop the parish church of St.
Anne as the fire crept into the main part
of the town.
But fostering an attitude of gratitude
requires focused effort on our part. As I
visited families in Bridgeport, I noticed
that while there may not be many
books or reading materials in the home,
religious statues, rosaries and devotions
are readily available.
I would like to think this is what
we are trying to do for the 40 parishes
and three missions across Central
Washington. We provide support for your
spiritual life as well as the life of your
parish so that even in adversity, you can
flourish spiritually.
In English, both Fr. Dan Steele and
I have started up the Magnificat adult
formation series of classes through
Zoom. You may download the schedule
through this link: https://bit.ly/3hKlKvP
– or visit https://www.facebook.com/
yakima.diocese to see upcoming events
on our diocesan Facebook page. In
Spanish, we will be starting in October
after the annual Church Mission
Congress on October 10.
The Church Mission Congress this
year is entirely online. As I mentioned
last month, we will have an inspiring
keynote from Sister Norma Pimental,
M.J., who leads Catholic Charities of
the Rio Grande Valley in the Diocese
of Brownsville, Texas. In English, Doug
Tooke will have a keynote on reaching
youth during COVID-19. Doug has ties
to the REACH program that began in the
Yakima Diocese. Seattle Auxiliary Bishop
Eusebio Elizondo, M.Sp.S., will have a
parallel presentation in Spanish.
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Bishop Joseph Tyson

Key to reaching youth is the way
faith and science work together. Last
year, before COVID-19 hit, we had a
fine presentation by Kathy Angulo from
Notre Dame University. She has been a
key researcher on the question of youth
and the Church. The average age of a
young person leaving the Church is 13.
The main reason is that young people
believe that what they learn in science
contradicts what they learn about
religion. Often our assumption is that
people reject the Church because of the
steep demand in the area of sexuality.
But a more nuanced understanding
reveals doubts about the soundness of
the science and psychology behind the
Church teaching.
Like last year, we will continue to
partner with the work of Fr. Robert
Spitzer, S.J., and his Magis Institute.
While the program was cut short due to
COVID-19, the seven modules in English
and Spanish are available now on the
Magis Institute website. We do plan to
resume some limited live instruction in
this area after the new year. But here are
the links in Spanish and in English for
this very excellent and engaging series. In
English: https://bit.ly/2EmCvzw and in
Spanish: https://bit.ly/3chuet3.
FORMED is also a resource available
to everyone of all faith backgrounds here
in Central Washington. You simply log on
by going to the website www.FORMED.
org and then click on «Sign Up» and
then find your parish and create your
account. You just use the local parish you
are in and use the local zip code. If you
are in a mission or clustered parish, you
would use the main parish and zip code.

If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in the possibility for
hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward and speak out.
The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident concerning that
issue as regards a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer. (888) 276-4490

Valeria Flores can assist you if you pop
her an e-mail with your phone number
and a good time to call. She can walk
you through in both Spanish and English
at valeria.flores@yakimadiocese.org, so
partake of this resource at no cost to you.
I am grateful for our partnership with the
Augustine Institute who secured some
grant money for us to make this available
across the Diocese of Yakima.
Finally, the traditional Spanish
language Marian Congress will take place
online this year. It is on Saturday, October
3. Our dream is to make this bilingual
in the future, but I am grateful to the
many volunteers and participants, many
of whom are only comfortable in the
Spanish language, for making this event
happen year after year. Click here for
more information or to register: https://
bit.ly/3j1CRL7.
Taken together, we have many
pathways to flourish spiritually even in
the midst of hardship, natural disaster,
sickness and this global COVID-19
pandemic. I want to thank you for your
patience with the many challenges we are
facing as a Church. I thank our priests
who work so diligently with health
protocols in order to have churches open
and Eucharist celebrated, even if it is
limited in number.
I am writing this to you as I prepare
to celebrate Eucharist outside in
Bridgeport in direct sight of destroyed
homes. But I do so, knowing the Faith
can never be destroyed. I hope you have
this conviction too.
With every best wish and blessing,
Yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Joseph J. Tyson
Bishop of Yakima
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Father David Jimenez Offers Insights on 25th Anniversary of Priesthood
Father David Jimenez, who is transitioning from pastoral duties at St. Andrew Church in Ellensburg to St. Francis de Sales Parish in Chelan and St.
Anne’s Parish in Bridgeport, celebrated
his 25th anniversary of ordination to the
priesthood earlier this month.
On September 1, 1995, he was
ordained at St. Paul Cathedral by
Cardinal Francis E. George, OMI. In
subsequent years, Father has served as
parochial vicar in Wapato, White Swan,
Toppenish, Wenatchee and Chelan;
pastor in Cowiche, at Holy Redeemer
in Yakima, Selah, Wapato, Ellensburg
and now Chelan and Bridgeport, effective October 1. He also serves as
Defender of the Bond in marriage nullity cases.
Looking back over the years, Father
Jimenez offered the following reflections:
What have I learned in these 25
years of ministry?
1.) I have loved what I do. I never
regretted or doubted my vocation as a
priest. God is so good and so merciful,
that it is just a privilege to do my best
to serve him.
2.) You probably have heard “priests
come & go – parishioners make the parish.” We are just God’s tools to bring

his sacramental graces into his Church.
Although the priest is the leader, most
parishioners have an essential role to
play in the parish.
3.) People are forgiving and most
want to love the Church, their Faith
and their pastor. Most parishes have
had both good and not so good pastors, but people are forgiving.
4.) It does not matter if I speak
good English or I speak with an accent,
as long as people know that I care for
them and love them. The universal language of love needs no translation.
5.) Be available for confession. We
can measure the spiritual level of a
parish by the number of people who
come to confession regularly. The level
of trust people place on the priests is
sacred. People may share with us their
struggles and their stories that not
even their best friends or spouses know
about.
6.) At times when life gets complicated and stressful, I need to go back to
the basics: prayer, meditation and trust
in the Lord.
7.) Never forget to be devoted
when celebrating Mass. There is a card
at every sacristy of the Missionaries
of Charity for a priest to read before
Mass. It says: “Priest of Jesus Christ,
celebrate this
Holy Mass as if
it were your first
Mass, your last
Mass, your only
Mass.”
8.) I must be
always thankful
to people who allow me into their
lives. I value all
the good memories, but most
importantly, your
friendship. My
greatest reward as

a priest, besides celebrating the sacraments, is to see
children growing in their
Faith and to
witness the innocent respect
they have for
priests. Many
2-3-year-old
Father David Jimenez
children have
called us “God,” before they can create
the abstract concept of the Divinity.
9.) There are more difficult challenges in the life of a priest than celibacy. I consider that marriage and raising
a family is more challenging than being
celibate.
10.) Finally, I must speak of gratitude. Thank you, Lord, for all of the
good friends and families I encounter
during my priestly ministry, for all the
people who have prayed for me since I
was in the seminary. Thank you, Lord,
for the support of my family, for the understanding of many people and for the
trust you have placed in me.
For all those who, in the past 25
years, I have hurt (knowingly or not),
offended, ignored, given bad advice
or not responded to your needs, I am
sorry and I ask your forgiveness. I am
trying to do better and the Lord has
been patient with me. Thank you for
being patient with me.
Let me end this letter by quoting St.
John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests:
“If I were to meet a priest and an
angel, I should salute the priest before I
saluted the angel. The latter is the friend
of God; but the priest holds his place…
When you see a priest, you should say
‘There is he who made me a child of
God, and opened Heaven to me by Holy
Continued on page 4
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Collection Raises $200,000

Amidst the challenges of the coronavirus
pandemic, parishioners stepped up to raise
more than $200,000 this summer for the
Yakima Diocese’s annual Priest Retirement
and Seminarian Education Collection.
Most summers find the seminarians of
the Diocese visiting parishes to make an
appeal during weekend Masses. This year,
the seminarians recorded messages that were
posted on the diocesan and parish websites,
YouTube channels and Facebook pages. They
also kept busy helping with special Masses
and the Literacy Wagon program for migrant
workers and their children.
“It has been your generosity and kindness
that continues to give new life to the senior
priests who have faithfully served our local
church so generously for so many years
– it also continues to give new life to our
seminarians who will be the new priests
who will continue to serve you,” said Bishop
Joseph Tyson in a message to donors.
Seminarian education is the single largest
budget item for the Diocese, and most of the
annual collection goes to help cover expenses
for 12 seminarians. Caring for retired priests
has significant costs as well. Three priests
of the Diocese are now in assisted living,
contributing roughly 25 percent of the cost
themselves. The annual collection, as well
as withdrawals from the Priest Retirement
Trust, help cover pensions and health
insurance for 17 senior priests.
To see a thank-you video from
seminarian Ethan Pfeiffer, click one of the
following links: https://bit.ly/3cn4wDI
(English); https://bit.ly/3cn4wDI (Spanish).
To give to this collection, or a special
diocesan collection for parishes struggling
to pay their bills due to the pandemic, click
here: https://bit.ly/32PImXv.

Magnificat Helps Enrich Faith

Despite the pandemic, there are opportunities to enrich your Catholic Faith by joining
in the virtual Magnificat program, in either
English or Spanish.
Sessions began earlier this month in
English, with Spanish programs scheduled to
begin in October. There is no need to register.
Zoom links and meeting ID numbers for the
classes may be found on the diocesan website
at Yakima diocese.org.
These free sessions are designed to help develop faith formation, leadership and lay ministry. A vital new component of instruction,
begun last year, teaches how science supports
and reinforces our Catholic beliefs.
For more details about the Magnificat program, contact Valeria Flores at (509) 759-7791
or valeria.flores@yakimadiocese.org.
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PREPARES Assists Family in Need With Masks, New Technology
children under
It is a
five who could use
strange year,
some friendly help,
and even
please have them
those who
call (509) 946-4645.
have not lost
“The poor and
loved ones
needy search for
are facing
water, but there is
hard times.
none; their tongues
In the family
are parched with
pictured to
thirst. But I the
the right, one
LORD will answer
child is coping
them; I, the God
by sleeping a
of Israel, will not
lot, another
forsake them.”
(who used to
(Isaiah 41:17) If
be easygoing)
you are called to
is exploding
help struggling
with anger.
families by
While they
donating diapers,
have new
Children received new electronic
or by becoming
shirts, new
devices from PREPARES.
a PREPARES
masks, and
volunteer to
new devices
participate in this work of God, call
for learning, they, and other PREPARES
(509) 946-4645 to see how you might
families need more support than ever.
walk the journey with someone in need.
If you know of a family with
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Yakima Council 894 Knights Honored
Yakima Council 894 of the Knights of
Columbus has been named Top Council
for the State of Washington, 2019-2020.
They were selected from among 171
councils, with the award of a plaque made
at the end of August, said Grand Knight
Steve Royce.
The group was honored for an extensive list of outreach activities. This
included removing fluorescent lights and
installing new LED lights at the St. Vincent Centers; conducting six blood drives;
making sandwiches for the homeless;
collecting some 3,477 pounds of food for
the food bank; and making a large cash
donation to St. Vincent. The Knights also
collected and distributed 192 coats for the
Coats for Kids program; raised $1,854 for
Special Olympics and the Pegasus Project; helped to support diocesan seminar-

ians; and
worked
on the
crab feed
benefiting
the Monsignor
Ecker
Foundation,
Royce
said. In
addition,
they participated in the Yakima Walk for
Life and Novena for Life, plus the Keep
Christ in Christmas program.
The Council, based at St. Paul Cathedral, includes about 140 members.
Congratulations to the Knights for this
outstanding honor!

Father David Jimenez Offers Insights Continued from page 3
Baptism; he who purified me after I had
sinned; who gives nourishment to my
soul’. What joy did the Apostles feel after
the Resurrection of Our Lord, at seeing the Master whom they had loved so
much! The priest must feel the same joy
at seeing Our Lord whom he holds in his
hands…The priesthood is the love of the
heart of Jesus. When you see the priest,
think of Our Lord Jesus Christ…”
Please never forget to pray for vocations to religious and consecrated life,
and the sanctification of priests.

I want to thank all those who have
sent me cards, pies, flowers, money,
or any other gift. Thank you for your
support, kind words, good thoughts
and prayers. May the Lord bless you
abundantly.
In Christ I remain,
Father David Jimenez

May Father Jimenez be richly
blessed as he assumes his new pastoral
duties!

