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   THE DIOCESE OF YAKIMA • PASTORAL OFFICE 

    LA DIÓCESIS DE YAKIMA • CENTRO PASTORAL 
 

 

 
Bishop Joseph Tyson’s Requests  

for the Day of Confirmation 
 

 

1) It is Bishop Tyson’s desire that the stipulated ritual for Confirmation be followed without 

additional ceremonies (i.e. the wearing of “stoles” by the Confirmation class as stoles are 

a liturgical vestment worn only by bishops, priests, and deacons; the lighting of candles 

by the confirmation class; “testimonies” given by the Confirmation class or others; 

hymns sung by the confirmation class or others at times not specified in the liturgical 

rites themselves.  If there is a question you might have about any of the Confirmation 

ceremonies, please call me and I’ll refer your inquiry to Bishop Joseph Tyson. 

 

2) Regarding the choice of a Confirmation name, the options are: 1) to retain one’s own 

baptismal name or 2) to choose the name of a saint. 

 

3) If a group photograph is to be taken, Bishop prefers that it be taken after the 

Confirmation Mass. For individual photos he prefers being seated in a chair with the 

newly confirmed in another chair and the parents and sponsors standing around the 

candidates.  He discourages multiple individual photos with various individual 

family members out of respect for other people who are waiting. 

 

4) Photos may be taken during the Mass but only from the side aisles and without a flash. 

(Please remember to announce that if cell phone cameras are used, to have them placed in 

“silent” mode). 

 

5) If the Bishop will be asked to sign Confirmation certificates, he would like to receive 

them at least three weeks before the date of the Confirmation. 

 

6) Bishop will arrive at your rectory about one hour before the start of the Confirmation 

Mass. If there is a dinner or reception prior you would like to invite him to, please notify 

his office at least three weeks in advance.  

 

7) Bishop Tyson will bring his own vestments.  If you have any questions regarding what 

color Bishop will be wearing, please call me in the office and I will get you that 

information.  Generally speaking it is white during the Easter season and red during 

weekday evening Confirmation Masses as well as Pentecost weekend. 
 

8) The candidates for Confirmation, whether male or female, should be dressed 

appropriately for Mass. Women should be modestly dressed in keeping with the 

importance of the occasion.  Low cut dresses or spaghetti straps would not be 

appropriate.  Gentlemen’s attire should be in keeping with the importance of the 
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occasion, though coat and tie are not required.  Chewing gum should be disposed of 

before Mass. 

 

9) Bishop likes to meet with the Confirmation candidates a half hour prior to the beginning 

of Mass.  He would be grateful if this gathering could take place in a room (rather than an 

auditorium) and that its location would provide both privacy and adequate seating for the 

entire group. He prefers that this time be for the candidates only and that the 

parents/sponsors not be present for this gathering. 

 

10) On a nametag please clearly write in LARGE CLEAR PRINT the name by which the 

Bishop will address the candidate during the ceremony.  The nametags should be pinned 

on the candidate’s outer garment so the bishop can easily read it when he anoints the 

candidates.  Adults should double check to make sure name tags are visible. 

 

11) Bishop Tyson also likes to meet with the Music Director and others involved in the 

liturgy prior to Mass so that he can discuss what parts of the Confirmation Mass will be 

sung.  It seems that the best time for this would be prior (5 minutes) to the meeting with 

the confirmation candidates—in the same location or at some other mutually convenient 

place. 

 

12) Liturgy of the Word: Particularly during the Easter Season, the readings will be those 

from the liturgy of the day.  The Bishop prefers that those confirmed by him at the liturgy 

not be lectors at Mass and prefers that the regularly trained parish lectors proclaim 

the scriptures since they are trained and formed to do this already.   
 

13) Following the proclamation of the Gospel, and before the homily, Bishop Tyson would 

like the Pastor to present the Confirmation class to him.  The Confirmation class should 

all be seated together in a group with their sponsors but not with their parents or families 

or individually in different parts of the Church. 

 

      A suggested text for this presentation is as follows: 

 

Bishop Tyson, the parish community of _____wishes to present to you its Confirmation 
candidates, confident that they are ready to complete the process of Christian Initiation 
by receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Each candidate has prepared for this 
Sacrament over a period of _____months.  During this time, they have participated in a 
retreat and have individually expressed their desire to be active members of the Church.  
Together with those most responsible for their preparation, I am happy to present them 
to you at this time as candidates for Confirmation. 
 

After the presentation of the candidates, their names may be read by someone other than 

the Pastor, if this seems desirable.  Each candidate, but not the sponsor, should stand in 

response to the reading of his/her name, and remain standing until all of the names have 

been read.  Bishop will let the candidates know when they are to be seated again.  If, 

however, the number of candidates is very large (i.e. more than fifty), then the names 

need not be read, and the group can be presented simply as the "Confirmation Class." 

 

14) Unless another procedure is desired and it has been discussed with him, Bishop Tyson 

prefers that the candidates remain in the pews until he anoints them with chrism.  During 

the anointing with chrism, the Bishop will stand at the end of the center aisle near the 
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altar where the candidates will approach him individually.  The candidates stand for the 

anointing.  Their posture should be reverent. 

 

15) General intercessions:  Those reading the petitions should be instructed regarding when 

to approach the ambo so as not to cause an undue delay in the celebration.  Those who 

read the petitions should be instructed to remain in their place in the sanctuary until after 

the Bishop has finished the concluding prayer to avoid unnecessary movement and 

distraction while the Bishop is saying the concluding prayer. 

 

16) Presentation of the Gifts:  Representatives of the families of the newly confirmed, their 

sponsors, teachers, and the newly confirmed themselves may bring up the gifts.   

 

17) The Bishop prefers that those confirmed by him at the liturgy not be ministers of the 

Eucharist at the Mass.  He prefers regularly trained ministers from the parish assist 

him. 
 

18) The Bishop would like pastors and those involved with the formation of candidates 

for Confirmation to reinforce that importance of receiving Eucharist at their 

Confirmation Mass.   

 

19) Bishop Tyson prefers that the distribution of confirmation certificates not take place 

during the Mass. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have prepared these students for this day and thank you for helping to 

make the day run smoother by obliging Bishop Tyson’s requests. Should you need any additional 

information or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

God bless you and your ministry.  

 

Rebecca Garza  

rebececca.garza@yakimadiocese.org 

509 965-7117 


