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A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  
for May

Loving Father,

During this Easter season,
we rejoice in your son,
who has renewed us
in freedom and joy
through the mystery
of his resurrection.

We have been called
to proclaim his Gospel;
not because we are good enough,
holy enough, or talented enough;
but because you wanted us to have
this gift and this responsibility.

Give us the courage to be faithful
to this call;
help us make every day of our lives
an experience of Easter.
And keep us ever mindful
of our charge:
to go in peace to love and
serve the Lord;
that as stewards of your world
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit
to transform it, bring it justice
and peace,
and offer it, in gratitude, back to you.

We pray this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

For those immersed in the secular world, 
Easter is long over. The pas tel bunnies, 
the chocolate eggs, the color-splashed 
jelly beans which ap peared in the mar-
ketplace so tempt ingly just as Christians 
were begin ning the fasting of Lent, have 
long been swept from the store shelves 
to be replaced in anticipation of the next 
marketable holiday. For the Christian 
steward, how backward this all seems. 
Yes, we believe that the Paschal mys tery 
and the life-changing events of Easter 
are not over. They are not an end but a 
triumphal beginning, and they have al-
tered us in a quite radical way. 

The mystery and miracle of Easter 
challenge us to live as different people, 

as people of the Resurrection. What does this mean? For those new Catholics 
who participated in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), a period of 
mystagogy helps to understand this mystery. Indeed, this ancient Greek word ac-
tually means “to lead through the mysteries.” During mystagogia, many par ishes 
introduce their new members to service in a quite practical way. Here are the 
ministries of the parish; here are the charities we support; here are the needs of 
our community and our congregation. How do you choose to live out your faith 
in the Resurrection in a quite tangible and real way? How do your gifts fit into our 
needs? Essentially, however, this is a question that the Easter season calls forth in 
all Christian stewards not just our newest members. 

We have lived through Lent and the Paschal mysteries, all the while try ing to 
deepen a relationship with the person of Christ. It’s as simple, yet as amazing and 
complex as that. The deeper the relationship grows, the more we become rooted 
in it, the more this relationship with Christ comes to dominate our lives. We no 
longer compartmentalize Jesus, we hold him at our center. And the mysteries lead 
us to the fundamental question at the heart of all Chris tian stewardship, the ques-
tion that Easter compels us to ask: How do I steward my resources – my time, my 
money, my abilities and gifts, my very life – so that they are in service to the King-
dom of God? It’s not a part-time question. It’s not a seasonal question that’s swept 
off the shelf periodically. It’s the basic question which the Easter season demands 
of us: Jesus, how do you want me to serve you?

Christian Stewards: People of  
the Resurrection

We have lived through Lent and the Paschal mysteries, all the 
while try ing to deepen a relationship with the person of Christ.



Saint Ivo “Yves” Helory 
St. Ivo Helory (“Yves” in French) was born in 1253 to a wealthy Breton family in 
northwest France. At age 14 he was sent to study at the University of Paris where 
he maintained a rigorous study schedule, and devoted himself to prayer, Bible 
study and visiting the sick. He  would achieve scholastic honors in philosophy, 
theology and law. Law was his favorite subject and that is where he concen-
trated his professional studies. 

After finishing his legal education, Yves was named judge in the church court 
of the Diocese of Rennes. In those days church law covered many fields that are 
now under civil law, such as the probate of wills. The new judge paid special 
attention to the protection of widows, orphans and the defense of the poor. The 
bishop of the Diocese of Treguier called him back to the diocese of his youth to 
assume the same position. Yves was not yet 30 years old.

Although it was common at the time for litigants to give judges “gifts,” the 
young jurist refused bribes and even helped disputing parties avoid legal fees 
and court costs by negotiating out-of-court settlements. But he wasn’t content 
to be a jurist in the ecclesiastical court. He would also represent the poor in the 
French civil courts. If his clients couldn’t afford court costs, he would pay them 
out of his own pocket. If his clients were jailed, he visited them in prison. He 
became known as the “Advocate of the Poor.”

Even as a judge, Yves felt called to parish ministry. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1284 at age 31 and became pastor of a parish. The poor continued 
to be a concern of his, however, and he established free legal aid clinics to as-
sist the poor. These legal aid societies eventually spread throughout France and 
Belgium, and even reached Rome. 

Yves was a popular confessor and preacher until at age 50, his health began 
to decline. He died in May 1303 and was canonized a saint in 1347. He is the 
patron saint of lawyers and many European law schools and associations of 
Catholic lawyers have taken his name. The Society of St. Yves in Jerusalem, a 
Catholic Center for Human Rights and Legal Aid, and the Conférence St. Yves 
in Luxembourg, a Catholic lawyers association, are examples. His feast day is 
May 19.
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Yves was a popular confessor and preacher until at age 50, 
his health began to decline. He died in May 1303  

and was canonized a saint in 1347.
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The month of May means summer is 
right around the corner after plenty 
of chilly weather and rain. Flowers 
are blooming and trees are budding. 
And Christian stew ards are reminding 
themselves that stewardship continues 
as we head into the days of vacation, 
barbecues, summer reading lists, fam-
ily reunions and trips to the beach.

We need to be especially mindful 
of our commitment to giving to our par-
ish and our local church, the diocese. 
The Chronicle of Philanthropy reports 
that November and December are the 
biggest months for giving in the United 
States. But for those lazy days of sum-
mer? Not so much.

Just think about the giving impe-
tus during the holiday season. Every 
school classroom has a charitable proj-
ect, youth groups take a turn working at 
the lo cal soup kitchen. Offices sprout 
“giving trees” and shelters are inun-
dated with food and donations. The 
Christmas spirit inspires us to share the 
bounty. Cold weather brings out our 
desire to make sure others are sheltered 
from storm.

But often, charities tell us that 
the shelves are not quite so full in the 
summer, even though people are still 
hungry. Agencies scramble to fill the 
roster of help ers who are out on va-
cation, and sometimes people forget 

Make Giving  
Part of Your  
Summer Plan
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Council’s 55th Annual Conference
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Special Early Bird Member Rate!
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to call and ask how they might fill a 
need. Even parishes turn to electronic 
giving programs to make sure that fi-
nancial donations continue during the 
summer weeks.

Christian stewards are well aware of 
summer needs, as well as being aware 
of their own need to give throughout 
the year. For the Christian steward, the 
spirituality of gratitude to God is part of 
their everyday lives and motivates their 
generous heart.

On a practical level, this can mean 
involving your whole family in a sum-
mer project at a shelter or soup kitchen. 
With kids out of school, there’s a great 
op portunity to fill some idle hours with 
some eye-opening charitable ventures 
to a part of town they’ve never seen, 
or an agency they’ve never visited. 

The Christian steward can offer to pick 
up the slack for a day or two when an 
agency is short on helpers. Remember 
to make that spe cial monetary gift that 
equals our holi day giving. We can use 
spring house cleaning, not as an ex-
cuse to spend a day running a garage 
sale, but instead as a chance to visit a 
charity with our surplus and spend the 
day helping. 

We should, of course, not forget 
our parish when we go away on vaca-
tion. Make sure to increase your gifts 
to make up for those weekend Masses 
you will not attend at your parish. Also, 
many diocesan appeals take place in 
the spring and summer. Giv ing to the 
diocesan annual appeal is an excellent 
way to support the minis tries of the lo-
cal church that no single parish could 
undertake by itself.

Summer offers a chance to have 
fun and adventures. Your summer stew-
ardship plan can be as unique and ben-
eficial as the season itself.

Christian stewards are well 
aware of summer needs,  
as well as being aware 

of their own need to give 
throughout the year. 
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Stewardship: Living Our Vocations
by Leisa Anslinger, author and co-founder of Catholic Strengths and  
Engagement Community (CSEC).

I have always found this excerpt from the U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter, Stewardship: 
A Disciple’s Response particularly powerful: “Jesus’ call is urgent. He does not 
tell people to follow him at some time in the future but here and now — at 
this moment, in these circumstances. There can be no delay” (SDR, p. 14). As 
stewardship leaders, we must constantly ask ourselves these questions: What 
is our particular moment of life personally and in our faith community? What 
circumstances must we take into consideration as we call one another to live and 
grow as stewards?

In the first chapter of the bishops’ letter, they help us to recognize that 
embracing stewardship is about living out our particular vocations. We discern 
Christ’s call for us in the context of the community of believers; we respond to 
the urgent call of Christ. This is why it is very important that we begin forming our 
children and teens as stewards, so that they will recognize and respond to God’s 
grace in their lives, understand themselves as disciples of Jesus Christ from a very 
early age, and reflect on their response to Christ’s call and their many blessings as 
good stewards. 

There is much evidence that such real-life, day-to-day faith formation is 
needed if our children are to remain actively engaged in a life of faith within the 
faith community as young adults. In the United States over 30 percent of adults 
under the age of 30 are now unaffiliated. The majority of these young people 
leave their congregation before age 24. Young adults tell us they are looking for 
a meaningful way of life; they want to contribute to something that matters; they 
need to know that religion is not at odds with science, but rather, that faith brings 
a larger perspective to what is learned through science. They want and need to 
learn from the witness of adults who are actively living as faith-filled people in 
the world. Stewardship provides so much that our young people need! Forming 
people to live their vocations as disciples who live as stewards is a gift beyond 
what most of us can ask or imagine.

Stewardship provides so much that our young people 
need! Forming people to live their vocations as  

disciples who live as stewards is a gift beyond what  
most of us can ask or imagine.

ICSC 2017 Parish 
Stewardship Award 

Information 

Has your parish developed 
stewardship materials that  

would help others?

Did your committee work hard 
on resources you are proud of? 

Please consider applying for  
one or more ICSC Parish 

Awards in 2017. 

Parishes at all stages of the 
stewardship journey are 
encouraged to apply! 

Entries will be judged by 
members of the ICSC Parish 
Stewardship Education and 

Services Committee. 

Application Deadline is  

May 31. 
All applicants will be contacted 

by July 15. 

For additional information,  
list of awards, and entry forms 

CLICK HERE

Important Notice for  
all ICSC Parish Members!

http://catholicstewardship.com/parishes/parish-stewardship-awards


Sharing the Lord’s Work Through Your Diocesan Appeal
Many diocesan annual appeals are now in full swing, and it is important to 
remember that our generosity toward the ministries of our local bishop offer us 
a special opportunity to answer the Lord’s call in ways we could never think 
of doing on our own. Responding to our bishops’ requests for supporting these 
diocesan ministries renews our personal commitment to more fully participate 
as good stewards in Christ’s mission for the Church. We are, indeed, the Body 
of Christ, and through our support of diocesan-funded ministries, programs and 
services, we are able to impact the lives of hundreds, perhaps thousands of people 
in our diocese and beyond day-by-day.

Sample areas where your gifts may be at work in your own diocesan community:

PRIESTLY VOCATIONS
Vocation discernment retreats
Outreach to parishes and schools
Financial support for seminarians
Vocations literature and prayer cards

CLERGY 
Convocation for Priests and  
   Permanent Deacons
Pastoral Care of Priests
Pastoral Care of Permanent Deacons
Ongoing education for clergy

STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION
Parish stewardship commissions  
   and committees
Parish stewardship formation
Stewardship communications
Stewardship resources

EVANGELIZATION, CATECHESIS 
AND SCHOOLS 
Catechetical Programming  
   and Formation 
Catholic Schools 
Evangelization 
Men’s Ministry 
Women’s Ministry 
Hispanic Ministries 
Health, Athletics, Physical Education  
   and Safety 
Marriage and Family Life 
Natural Family Planning programs 
Pro-Life activities 
RCIA 
Youth Ministries 
Young Adults and Campus Ministries

PARISH AND SPECIAL PASTORAL 
SERVICES 
Christian Service and Health  
   Care Ministries 
Ministry to the Hearing Impaired 
Disabilities Concerns 
Hospital Chaplaincy Programs 
Ministry to the Sick and Caregivers 
Parish Nurse Program 
Ecumenical / Interfaith programs 
Pastoral Planning and  
   Leadership Services 
Lay leadership training 
Parish clustering, merging,  
   and closing transitions 
Parish Pastoral Councils  
   and Commissions 
Parish planning 

WORSHIP 
Formation for: 

Choirs, cantors, and choir directors 
Liturgical ministers 
Liturgical consultation for church  
   buildings/renovations 
Liturgical resources and research 
Music Ministries 
Rite of Election



Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Weekend of May 6/7, 2017

Saint Peter plays a prominent leadership role in the first two 
readings, urging his listeners to be baptized and accept the 
gift of the Holy Spirit; and encouraging them to follow in 
the footsteps of Christ. We have just renewed our baptismal 
promises at Easter and the Holy Spirit dwells in us in a spe-
cial way. Are we good stewards of those baptismal vows?

Have we renewed our commitment to follow in Jesus’ 
footsteps? Have we opened our hearts to discern the will of 
God in our lives? Take some time to reflect on the impor-
tance of our baptismal renewal and our lives as disciples 
of the Lord.

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Weekend of May 13/14, 2017

In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles we see how the 
first community of Christians gathered together to discern 
and resolve how to care for each others’ needs. As good 
stewards of the sisters and brothers who gathered around 
the Eucharistic table, the community of faith selected those 
among them who were to ensure that no one was neglect-
ed. How do we resolve to serve the needs of our parish 
family? How do we ensure that those who might be per-
ceived to be the least of our brothers and sisters are not left 
alone and neglected?

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Weekend of May 20/21, 2017

Philip understood very well Jesus’ words: “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments.” We learn of Philip’s de-
votion to prayer, evangelizing and healing in the region of 
Samaria; made up of communities that would not be very 
receptive to the followers of Jesus. Philip is a model stew-
ard, living his discipleship day by day in the Lord without 
being obstructed by feelings of what cost his actions might 

entail. Good stewards summon the courage to proclaim 
the Lord and to serve Him by ministering to others. As an 
Easter people, eager to rejoice in the Lord, it is important 
to reflect on how we are living out our own commitment 
to discipleship. 

Solemnity of the Lord’s Ascension  
(Whenever it is celebrated in your diocese)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus charges his followers to “make 
disci ples of all nations.” What exactly is going on here? 
What is this Great Commission anyway? Good stewards 
know they are directed to share what they exercise stew-
ardship over: their life of faith in Christ Jesus. They know 
Jesus didn’t direct them to go to church and to keep quiet 
about it; or to go out into the neigh borhood, workplace or 
marketplace and just be nice. Christ’s Good News is meant 
to be shared. Many people in our com munities don’t know 
about Jesus Christ. Does that bother us? Do we care? Do 
we realize we are supposed to do something about it?

Seventh Sunday of Easter  
(If the Solemnity of the Lord’s Ascension is celebrated 
by your diocese on Thursday, May 25, 2017)
Weekend of May 27/28, 2017

In today’s second reading, we hear it proclaimed that we 
are blessed if we share in the sufferings of Christ. What 
then does it mean to “share in His sufferings” in this con-
text? Most of us do not live in a part of the world where 
we could be killed for being a follower of Jesus. But we 
could face or “suffer” mockery, ridicule and disapproval 
from others. Far too often, and for various reasons, those 
who profess faith in Christ act as though they are ashamed 
of him. But to act ashamed is the same as a denial. Stew-
ards of the Good News are never ashamed to reveal their 
love for the Lord. How do you reveal to others that you are 
a follower of Christ each day?

ICSC@catholicstewardship.org
(800) 352-3452
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